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Send us a stone 


APPEAL: In Porto Alegre, we are waiting for you to 
send us tiles from all over the world to make up a 
"citizens' mosaic" 


In Porto Alegre, on the occasion of the World 
Social Forum, we are organising an opportunity for 
debate, exchange, and the development of 
proposals and strategies for the future. At this 
event, we wish to assert the role of civil society 
and the role of social players in building a 21st 
century which is more civilised, more respectful of 
the environment and of future generations. 


Throughout this century, citizens' and social 
movements will evolve, while new ones will be 
initiated. However, we consider it vital they be 
able to play their part to the full, fulfilling 
themselves and moving into new, viable areas of 
expression, debate and negotiation. Finally, we 
should like these movements to be able to bring 
all their wealth of experience to bear, thus 
contributing to the in-depth transformation of the 
societies in which they operate. 


At the World Social Forum, we wish to express 
both symbolically and practically the emergence of 
civil society on a worldwide scale. We wish to 
make clear the major role it can and must play 
throughout the century. As part of this project, we 
are creating a collective symbolic work of art in 


Porto Alegre on the occasion of the World Social 
Forum. 


We are thus launching a worldwide appeal for all 
those taking part in the World Social Forum to 
bring or send to Porto Alegre a tile, preferably 
engraved in the participant's language and script, 
as a testimony to a social or citizens' movement 
or an organisation within a civil society. With this 
set of tiles, we shall be making up a "citizens' 
mosaic" which will be installed in Porto Alegre, the 
venue for the first major conference on the civil 
society at the dawn of the 21st century. 


This mosaic will be the expression of our wish to 
build a society which takes diversity into account, 
a society encouraging responsibility and solidarity. 
It will also express our wish to set up links with 
civilisations both past and present, as symbolised 
by the engravings, and also to approach the 21st 
century in a concrete manner, and not merely 
virtually through the Internet. 


The creation of this mosaic will provide us with the 
opportunity to launch a major initiative for the 
21st century, which we shall be presenting in 
Porto Alegre. 


IN PORTO ALEGRE, WE ARE WAITING FOR YOUR 
TILES REPRESENTING MOVEMENTS AND 
ORGANISATIONS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD, 
TO MAKE UP THE FIRST CITIZENS' MOSAIC. WE 
ARE COUNTING ON YOU TO PERSUADE YOUR 
FRIENDS TO DO THE SAME. 
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Advice on the stones to be brought for te citizens’ 
mosaic in Porto Alegre 


The most important thing is to bring a stone, 
whatever form it might take. Bring whatever you 
wish. However, we should like to give you some 
advice so that you can help us make up this 
citizens' mosaic. 


What type of stone? It would be a good idea to 
have several different types of stone. 


What colour? All colours will be welcome. 


What shape? We suggest you bring stones that 
are somewhat flat, 2 to 5 centimetres thick. We 
will also accept stones that are not flat, but these 
will be more difficult to incorporate into the 
mosaic as a whole. 


A variety of shapes would be welcome, from round 
and oval to square or rectangular, including 
irregular shapes. Engraved stones? We also 
suggest you bring engraved stones. They may be 
engraved with the name of an organisation, a 
movement or an association. The engraving may 
also include a quotation or a drawing. If you do 
not have the means to have your stone engraved, 
it will be used none the less, though it is 
preferable to have it engraved. It may also be 
painted, though we do advise you that paint does 
not last so long. 


What language should be chosen for engraved 
script? It is preferable to choose the language of 
your country or region. However, please provide 
us with a hard copy translation of the text in 
Portuguese, Spanish, French or English. 


Where should the stone be engraved? It should be 
engraved in your own country. You should 
therefore waste no time in having it done. 


For transport purposes, how much should the 
stone weigh? On average, a 3cm-thick stone 
measuring 30cm x 40cm weighs about 9kg, 
though some are lighter. Your stone may of course 
be smaller. 


How should it be transported? If coming by air, it 
may be part of your cabin baggage or may be 
stowed in the hold. There is no need to bring 
much in the way of clothing to Porto Alegre, as it 
will be hot. Travel light, but bring your stone! 


What do! do with it once in Porto Alegre? We shall 
give you all the necessary details at a later date. 


THE WORLD SOCIAL FORUM and the association 
"Livre de pierres citoyennes pour le 21 éme siécle" 


World Social Forum, website 

www. forumsocialmundial.org.br and e-mail 
fsm2001inter@uol.com.br Association "Livre de 
pierres citoyennes du 21 éme siécle": e-mail: 
pierres21@stonepages.org Address: 2 square J ean 
Falck, 75010 Paris, France. 











Messages of support 


Eduardo Galeano sends a message in support of 
the MST 


"Sebastiao Salgado made photos of them. Chico 
Buarque sung them. José Saramago wrote books 
about them: five millions of landless peasants 
walk around, vagrants between dream and 
desesperation, in the unhabited immensity of 
Brazil. Many of them organized themselves in the 
Rural Landless Workers'Movement (MST). From 
the campments in the sides of highways come a 
flow of people, walking silently in the night, to 
occupy empty latifundios. They break the locker, 
they open the doors and walk in. Sometimes, they 
are welcome by pistoleiros from the personal 
militias or the soldiers, the only ones that work 
this unworked land. The landless workers’ 
movement is guilty : not only do they violate the 
right of property of parasits, but they also dare to 
show disrespect to the national duty: the ‘landless’ 
people cultivate food on the land they conquer, 
though the World Bank determined that southern 
countries should not produce their own food and 
live off the subsidies begged on the international 
market." 


Eduardo Galeano 


UN's general secretary declares he supports the 
WSF 


The general secretary of hte United Nations, Kofi 
A. Annan, sent a message to the governor of the 
Rio Grande do Sul Olivio Dutra, that says : "The 
preparation of the Forum happens in a very crucial 
time. The declarations made by the head of states 
in the United Nations Millenium Summit , and the 
common declaration adopted by the mmeting 
prove that the underlinement of the inequal 
benefits brought by globalization and the building 
of actions to better the lives of peoples over the 
world are in the top priorities of the international 


4 


attac 


community. | studied these themes in my 
Millenium Report for the General Assembly, We, 
the peoples. | wish you all the success possible 
and | hope you will keep me informed of the 
progress of the preparation of the World Social 
Forum. | will follow with the highest interest the 
deliberations and the realization of the Forum. 


FTAA and the WSF 


ALCA Conferences reinforce the mobilizing aspect 
of World's Social Forum 


As many another initiatives’ referring to 
globalization, the ALCA (America Free Trade Area) 
is been imposed without discussion or flaunt. Two 
meetings, both taking place on next April, will 
discuss ALCA. At the end of April, it'll take place 
on Quebec, Canada, "The I] America Cupola", that 
will join the states presidents of all Americas 
Countries, except Cuba. The government ideas is 
to prove, at this meeting, the basics terms that 
will permit to change the area that goes from 
Alaska to Fire-land in a big Trade Block. The event 
will be preceded by the VI Trade America Ministry 
Meeting that's programmed for a few days before, 
on Buenos Aires. This preliminary will examine 
some terms of the proposal that will be presented 
on Quebec. 


What's the real mean of Word's Social Forum? Will 
it limit itself to the condition of an academicals 
contest, where there'll be presented good 
intention thesis, in spite of being unplugged of 
social fights? Many events referring to ALCA's 
resistance - that USA wants to create in all 
America - show us that the answer to these 
questions is a clear "NO". 


Beyond the discussions that already took place 
last week, it'll happen, between November 27th 
and 29th The Continental Forum "Trade America 
Free Area": Social Actors and _ Politics on 
Interactive Process" on Parlatino -Sao Paulo. The 
event will discuss the following: 


Trade Agreements - Participation and 
Transparency: Does ALCA agree with democracy? 


Investing, services, agriculture and environment: 
New topics or old dilemmas? 


Mercosul since five years from ALCA's cast: Is 
ALCA compatible with sub-regional agreements? 


The studious that observes ALCA have launched 
alerts about its consequences. Most of them 
affirms that the unequal weight of North-America 
economy could change the others satellites, an its 
effects over social and workers rights and 
environment will be terrific. They tell also that 
welfare and services production more 
sophisticated, are inclined to be concentrated on 
USA, as it will be possible to export for all the 
continent almost without customhouse limits. The 
big enterprises will also be free to change its units 
to places where it can be possible low-priced 
production. As a fiscal war the nations will be 
taken to attract the TNCs, offering rate 
exemptions, rights elimination and low salary. 
FSM will be an exceptional discussion and 
mobilization time around ALCA. 


Oil against an ecological area 


Attac-Mendoza reports another attempt by the 
Repsol oil corporation to begin operating in an 
ecologically unique area in complicity with local 
authorities. Your help is requested to put a stop to 
these plans. 


The Llancanelo Lagoon is located in southern 
Mendoza, a province of Argentina. Accorded 
international importance by the United Nations, 
these wetlands are populated by over 150 bird 
species, including large colonies of flamingos, 
ducks and swans. The lagoon is crucial to 
migratory birds and provides the mating and 
breeding territory for many species. 


Set as it is in a vast arid region, Llancanelo is 
unique. 


Today, paltry economic interests are endangering 
this part of the world's heritage. Oil conglomerate 
YPF-REPSOL has announced plans to renew 
prospecting and _ drilling operations in the 
Llancanelo reserve. Both Repsol and_ the 
government are trying to convince the population 
that no ecological harm will be done - a claim that 
is patently false. 


Attac-Mendoza asks readers to express their 
objections to the Minister of the Environment and 
Public Works, Mr. Aldo Ostropolsky. To do so, just 
copy, sign and send the message below to: 
aostropolsky@mendoza.gov.ar 





(Subject: Stop the hand-over of Llancanelo) (Send 
letters or telegrams to: Ministerio de Ambiente y 
O.P.; Peltier s/n, 5500, Mendoza) 


4 


attac 


The purpose behind this form of participation is to 
ensure that the Minister hears the opinion of the 
majority, and not just that of some executive 
belonging to a multinational corporation. We 
believe that democracy is not just a question of 
voting every so often. It's also a matter of taking 
part in decisions that affect us in the long run. 
Another world is possible. And necessary. 


Please spread this message and request to the 
best of your possibilities. 


Dear Minister Ostropolsky, 


As you are aware, Laguna de Llancanelo is a 
provincial nature reserve and enjoys protection 
under the Ramsar Convention, a UN List of 
Wetlands of International Importance. 


A Bicameral Committee of the Provincial 
Legislature is currently discussing the possibility of 
allowing YPF-REPSOL to renew prospecting and 
drilling operations in the oil fields underlying this 
reserve. 


The only way of safeguarding the wetlands from 
ecological damage is strictly to forbid the 
continuation of oil activities within the reserve. 
Accordingly, the undersigned request that these 
plans be stopped immediately and that the 
necessary guarantees be given that no such 
violations of international conventions will ever 
again be proposed (not to mention put into 
provincial decree). 


Signed: 

Full name: 
Occupation: 
Address: 

1.D. Card no.: 
Telephone: 
e-mail address: 


More information: mendoza@attac.org 





ATTAC Argentina 
National Assembly of Attac-Argentina 


On Friday the 7th, the First Annual Assembly of 
Attac-Argentina was held and attended by a large 
number of supporters from the Capital, along with 
representations from Attac-Cérdoba, Attac-La 
Plata, Attac-Mendoza, Attac-Rosario and from the 
neighboring republic of Uruguay. 


The Assembly reviewed the work done during the 
year elapsed since its creation. Numerous 
proposals were made for projects in the new year, 
along with a commitment to attend and support 
the Porto Alegre Social Forum in January, and to 
organize events and mobilizations on the occasion 
of the meeting of Foreign Ministers of the 
Americas to be held next April in Buenos Aires to 
discuss the creation of the FTAA (Free Trade Area 
of the Americas) being promoted by the USA. 


argentina@attac.org 
www.attac.org/argentina 








Chernobyl and Our World-Casino 


Economy 
Their Shared Mathematics of Destruction 


In November both the American and Canadian 
election campaigns were run on the assertion that 
an unprecedented level of prosperity and 
budgetary surpluses had been achieved. Only 
when the American balloting was finally disposed 
of, did the disturbing truth burst into the media: 
the boasted New Economy was in tatters. Its 
glories, we now learn, had been based on an 
unprecedented burden of debt that has begun 
backing up like neglected plumbing. 


Almost at the same time, 14 years after the 
nuclear meltdown of the Chernobyl reactors in the 
Ukraine, the final reactor was finally shut down. 
And the world press carried a resume of its 
staggering costs: a fifth of the entire territory of 
the Ukraine was so heavily poisoned with radiation 
that it will be unsuited for human life or 
agriculture for countless centuries. The victims of 
the disaster have been more numerous than those 
of the Hiroshima bomb. The wretched hospital 
system of the Ukraine is clogged with the resulting 
cancer patients and the deformed children. The 
lethal clouds covered a good part of Europe where 
their effects are less readily monitored. For years 
the reactors known to be deadly were kept 
working because the mouse-poor country needed 
their power output, no matter at what human 
price. The grieving over the shutdown of the final 
reactor was as much for the irreplaceable jobs as 
for the loss of life. 


Such catastrophe in the heart of Europe can only 
be compared with the condition of sub-Saharan 
Africa. There is the same spread of disease from 
AIDS to the revival of tuberculosis. Average life- 
spans are dropping precipitously and _ child 
mortality is rising. Population is declining. Two 
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areas that historically provided the slaves (as in 
"Slavs") for much of Europe and the Americas are 
now threatened with being left unpeopled. 


Cities have been abandoned to moulder and fall 
apart. Africa, the Ukraine and Belarus are the 
ultimate indictment of enthroned greed. 


There is a reason for the similarity of results in the 
two areas. The Chernobyl reactor and New 
Economy of which Africa is the principal victim are 
based on the same exponential mathematics, the 
significance of which still has to be grasped by 
economists. Forget about models where the 
compounding takes place at a fixed interest rates. 
In exponential development the rate of growth 
must increase to match the value already attained 
by the function itself. By extension the rate of 
growth of the rate of growth, and all derivatives to 
infinity do likewise. (The common mathematics of 
our New Economy and nuclear physics is attested 
by the use of the spreading importance of he term 
"derivatives" borrowed from mathematics and 
physics by high finance little more than a decade 
ago.) 


All this is by-product of a society, where the 
enhancement of shareholder equity is the priority 
to which, as wheat to the scythe, everything else 
bows. Not even the rules of accountancy are 
exempted. The future is cut up and appropriated 
as were the commons in early sixteenth century 
England to serve as deer-parks. The 16th century 
-- the "Age of Plunder -- moved from the 
enclosure of the commons, to the privatizing of 
the pillage of the monasteries, to the piracy on the 
seas by which much of Spaniards’ loot from their 
conquests ended up in England. 


In the process no stock can fall short of the 
exponential curve built into such a model without 
paying a ruinous penalty. But do stock-market 
jocks command the freshman maths to dig all 
this? They don't have to. It is all incorporated in 
the graphs that usually accompany analyses in our 
financial press. When you see these graphs 
standing up vertically like a Viagra ad, you know 
that their alleged record has been exponential, 
and exponential it must continue. And if you have 
overlooked the exponential pattern on the way up, 
you have plenty of opportunity to catch it on the 
way down. These days it is not unusual for 
outstanding high-tech shares to lose more than 
half their market evaluation in a matter of weeks. 
And each time this happens money which today is 
exclusively credit is destroyed throughout the 
economy. 


The consequences are beyond the concerns that 
have suddenly taken over orthodox commentary 
about whether the cyclical "landing" of the 
economy will be "soft" or "hard." The fact is that 
the globalized, deregulated economy is without 
landing gear. And it has little to do with the 
traditional "cycle". The financial institutions of 
most of the world are immobilised with capital 
losses reaching as far back as the seventies. 
Those cycles are flatter than a Firestone tire. To 
borrow from political lingo "there has been no 
closure." The load of bad debt inherited from the 
financial crises have not been made good. It has 
merely been translated into ever more crushing 
debt taken over by governments, and the general 
public. The fractured societies of East Europe and 
Africa will not revert to where they were ten or 
twenty years ago on their own. 


There is moreover an important sense in which 
the economics of the Western world are in worse 
shape than the Soviets were at the time when 
those Chernobyl reactors went berserk. The clean- 
up workers sent into what had become atomic 
furnaces were without protection and were 
clueless about the danger. But in the same Soviet 
Union there was a profession of physicists who 
could stand comparison with that of the West. It 
knew exactly what Chernobyl was about. 


That contrasts with the cluelessness of the 
officially recognised economics profession in the 
West. Most economists get their doctoral degree 
without a knowledge of Keynes or the relevance of 
the laws of freshman high-school algebra to 
economy. That is why we are headed into what 
can be the greatest bout of deflation with central 
bankers who have taken vows never to mention 
"deflation," with countries whose laws prevent 
them from incurring a deficit even in times of 
depression. The toll in human lives of that can 
easily outstrip that from the Chernobyl disaster. 


William Krehm, Editor 

Economic Reform 

Toronto, Canada 
wkrehm@internet.look.ca 

By courtesy of COMER publications 





WTO Tidbits 
1) Qatar makes another offer 
Qatar once more shows interest in hosting the 


next WTO Ministerial Conference, declaring that it 
can now provide 4.400 hotel rooms (as against 
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2.800 in its previous offer). This announcement 
comes at a time when WTO representatives are 
looking at possible sites in Chile, which has made 
its interest publicly known. The extra 1.600 
rooms Qatar now proposes have been made 
available in luxury villas and on cruiser launches. 
They would house the thousands of delegates, 
journalists and NGO representatives expected for 
the Conference. Seattle had housed more than 
7.000 accredited persons. Qatar has also 
indicated that a room in the Exhibition Centre at 
Doha would be provided for 4 to 500 NGO 
representatives. According to some sources, the 
Conference would probably be held before the 
Ramadan fast, which begins end November 2001. 
Chile, for its part, will give an answer by 
December 14 at the latest after estimating the 
financial feasibility of hosting the Conference. 


2) GATS 


The Council on Trade and Services (CTS) met in 
early December to discuss a wide agenda going 
from safeguard measures to exemptions from the 
Most Favoured Nation principle. Little progress 
has been noted. Concerning safeguard measures 
based on the principle of non-discrimination, the 
possibility of extending the deadline for 
negotiations came under debate. Certain States 
(among them Thailand) affirm that, in the absence 
of safeguards to protect the providers of services 
on the national level, negative consequences like 
the Asiatic financial crisis could have incalculable 
consequences for entire national economies. A 15- 
month delay was accorded until March 2002. 


At the outset of the Most Favoured Nation concept 
(GATS Art. II), the clauses of exemption enabled 
any country to exclude from it, for a period of ten 
years, certain specfic national policies. Countries 
availing themselves of these exemptions were 
under the obligation to review conditions of access 
every 5 years. The Council is studying a proposal 
to revise these clauses of exemption in 2004. 


As to GATS Art. XIX, the Council has been 
mandated to undertake negotiations in pursuit of 
the liberalisation of trade in services. The Special 
Session of the Council, created to carry through 
negotiations in this area, met on December 5-6. 
The second phase of negotiations should start 
next March. The WTO Secretariat has received the 
green light for putting in writing all the proposals - 
oral or written - received to date, including one 
from the 24 developing countries. This last 
proposal is deemed important because it 
underlines the determination of this group of 


developing countries to get the negotiations 
moving. It re-affirms a great number of themes 
already included in the GATS, especially the need 
for States to follow a_ flexible course of 
commitments, taking account of their stage of 
development and _ respecting their national 
objectives. 


In a proposal originating from the EU, the 
Committee established that member States should 
retain the right to protect their national policy 
aims, recognizing explicitly the right to lay down 
rules and introduce new _ regulations. This 
proposal stresses that negotiations on services 
give no brief for negotiating privatisations and 
deregulation. Finally, it states that it is still too 
soon to set a deadline for negotiations. 


The Indian proposal makes note of the fact that 
liberalisation is still very slow in the field of 
temporary cross-border movements, for 
professional reasons, of people from developing 
countries engaged in providing services. Border 
restrictions (visas and work permits) still hold up 
the movements of independent operators. 
Similarly, the Mutual Recognition Agreements 
(MRAs), by which countries recognize the 
qualifications and professional diplomas of foreign 
operators, and which are confined to the 
developed countries, act as technical obstacles 
barring access to markets for operators from 
developing countries. 


The GATS Council meetings schedule sets the next 
meeting at 19-30 March 2001. A day-long 
symposium on tourism is to be held on February 
27-28 2001. 


3) Intellectual property rights (TRIPs) 


The ad hoc Committee met in Geneva from 27/11 
to 1/12. The agenda included several bones of 
contention, such as the revision of Art.27.3 on the 
protection of inventions of plant varieties, and 
informal consultation on the interface between 
TRIPs and the UN Convention on Biodiversity. 
Different aspects of the problem of original trade 
names were also touched on: the application of 
Art.23.4 (the establishment of a multilateral 
system of notification and registration). and 
Art.24.2 (revision of the application of provisions 
aiming to give a higher degree of protection to 
original trade names). 


Brazil has continued to fight for TRIP to be 
extended to subjects not directly connected with 
intellectual property. It proposed amendments to 
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Art.27.3 which would allow States to impose 
conditions for filing patents whenever necessary. 
These amendments would encourage States to 
give (a) the origin of genetic material; (b) the 
traditional knowledge employed to obtain the 
material; (c) assurance that the resultant profits 
were fairly distributed; and (d) proof that the 
person filing a patent has received the agreement 
of the government of the country or the local 
communities where the material originated. 


Singapore defended flexibility in this area. While 
recognizing the need to share out profits and to 
prove that the patent issued corresponds to a real 
invention, this country insists on the legitimacy of 
protecting patents so as to reward research and 
development. Positions remain unchanged 
concerning the relation between TRIPs and the 
Biodiversity Convention. Developing countries like 
Brazil and India consider that there can be conflict 
between the two agreements and prefer that they 
follow the TRIPs agreements. Other states think 
there is no necessary conflict between them and 
want problems of biodiversity left out of the field 
of application of the TRIPs. For Australia, 
problems exist only in the field of application and 
not in the provisions themselves. 


On the subect of original trade names, the EU for 
the first time pronounced in favour of extending 
their protection, joining Switzerland, India, Sri 
Lanka and Turkey. The US indicated that a higher 
degree of protection would be essentially a 
political measure and would have no _ legal 
meaning. According to them, Art.23 was a way of 
allowing the EU to join the consensus of the 
Uruguay Round. They proposed to scrap Art.23 
rather than extend its application. 


Should complaints regarding non-violation (when 
a measure nullifies or reduces the profit expected 
by other states) be allowed under the TRIPs? The 
US thinks so, wheres Canada, the EU and the 
developing countries think not. 


Work group on "International Treaties" 
omc.marseille@attac.org Wherever you live, you 
can contribute to this theme group. Just contact 
them! Thanks. 





Looking for help 


ATTAC is looking for native English speaker to help 
with translations. 


If you are able to read and understand French, 
Italian, German, Spanish and so on... and are 
willing to translate document into English please 
contact coorditrad@attac.org 





What you'll be doing. A volunteer translator will be 
registered to a mailing list in which will be 
published from time to time the presentation of a 
document to be translated. You have time and you 
like the document? In this case you'll answer the 
call and the person in charge of this document will 
email it to you to be translated or to proof read 
the translation already done if it is the case. You 
don’t have time, well you don’t answer the call 
and you'll wait for another document to be sent. It 
is very simple and you are free to answer or not 
the call. 


That is all. For further information please email to 
coorditrad@attac. org 





